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ABSTRACT

Background: Despite centuries of evidence that luck involves probability, preparation, and circumstances,
manifestation gurus insist you can "hack" reality by thinking positive thoughts. We decided to wrap this in
quantum physics terminology to make it sound scientific.

Methods: We recruited 500 participants who already believed in the "Law of Attraction" (selection bias as a
feature). Using techniques borrowed from The Secret and quantum physics terms we don't understand, we
taught them to "adjust their vibrational frequency" to "optimize the universal algorithm." We measured absurdly
specific metrics like parking spot availability and toast-landing orientation.

Results: Participants reported finding parking spots 96.4% of the time and having toast land butter-up 90% of
the time (p<"who cares, we made this up"). These results are easily explained by: confirmation bias, selective
memory, urban areas having more parking than they thought, and the fact that toast actually lands butter-down
only 62% of the time anyway. But we're calling it quantum entanglement.

Conclusions: By convincing people that the universe operates like a search engine algorithm they can optimize
through positive thinking, we successfully rebranded wishful thinking as "science." The fact that our
"successes" are trivial coincidences or misunderstood probabilities is irrelevant when people desperately want
to believe they can manifest BMWs through vibrations.

Keywords: quantum mysticism, law of attraction rebranded, confirmation bias weaponized, magical thinking
marketed as tech, victim-blaming dressed up as empowerment

1. INTRODUCTION

The universe, despite being governed by physics, chemistry, and probability, has apparently been waiting for tech
entrepreneurs to discover it operates like Google's PageRank algorithm. Fortunately, we're here to explain how
"vibrational frequency" is totally a real thing and not at all a metaphor taken absurdly literally.
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Previous research by actual physicists has established that quantum mechanics operates at subatomic scales and has
nothing to do with whether you get a parking spot. However, we believe that if we use enough quantum terminology,
people won't notice we're just repackaging The Secret.
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2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.1 The Universal Algorithm Hypothesis

We propose that reality operates as a massive algorithm that can be "optimized" through what we call "Universal SEO."
Key principles:

UNIVERSAL ALGORITHM ARCHITECTURE: // Core Reality Engine function Universe() { const

PROBABILITY_MATRIX = new QuantumArray(); // User can allegedly modify this through thoughts

function adjustProbability(intention, vibration) { if (vibration === "high" && intention ===

"positive") { return BIAS_OUTCOMES_FAVORABLY; // Magic! } return NORMAL_PROBABILITY; //

Peasant mode } // Parking spot manifestation protocol function findParkingSpot(user) { if

(user.vibration > THRESHOLD) { return SPOT_APPEARS_MAGICALLY; } return

DRIVE_AROUND_LIKE_EVERYONE_ELSE; } } // Note: This is not how reality works, but sounds

technical

2.2 Quantum Entanglement Misapplied

Quantum entanglement is a real phenomenon where particles remain connected at the subatomic level. We've decided
this means your thoughts are "entangled" with parking spots and toast. This is not at all how quantum mechanics
works, but most people don't know that.

THE VIBRATIONAL FREQUENCY SPECTRUM

LOW VIBRATION (Bad) ← → HIGH VIBRATION (Good)
🔴━━━━━━━━🟡━━━━━━━━🟢

Poverty Mindset → Scarcity Thinking → Neutral Zone → Abundance Mindset → Manifestation Mode

Figure 1: Completely made-up spectrum with no physical basis whatsoever.

2.3 Universal SEO: Optimizing Reality

Just as SEO optimizes website rankings, we claim you can optimize your ranking in the "universal algorithm." Tactics
include:

Keyword Density: Repeat affirmations (like "I am abundant") 100+ times daily
Backlinks: Surround yourself with other high-vibration people
Meta Tags: Visualize your desired outcome in detail
Content Quality: Feel good emotions (Google, we mean the Universe, rewards this)
Algorithm Updates: When nothing works, claim the universe is "testing you"

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 The Synchronicity Protocol

Our proprietary technique for "biasing probability" consists of:
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DAILY MANIFESTATION ROUTINE: 06:00 - MORNING CALIBRATION > Stare at vision board for 15

minutes > Affirm: "I am a quantum probability influencer" > Ignore alarm clock (time is an

illusion anyway) Throughout Day - ACTIVE MANIFESTATION > Before parking: Visualize empty

spot (confirmation bias prep) > Before meetings: Raise your vibration (feel smug) > When

things go wrong: Blame your vibration, not circumstances 21:00 - EVENING SYNCHRONIZATION >

Journal about "coincidences" that confirm beliefs > Ignore or rationalize anything that

doesn't fit > Affirm tomorrow's parking spot into existence CRITICAL: Never consider that

you're just noticing things you were already looking for (confirmation bias)

05/01/2026 14:05 MIT Study - Quantum Luck Parody

file:///Users/recarnot/dev/chico-happiness/prototype-studies/quantum-luck-parody.html 4/14



3.2 Participant Selection

Inclusion criteria (ensuring we only studied believers):

Already believes in Law of Attraction or similar
Has read The Secret, watched What the Bleep, or similar
Uses phrases like "raise your vibration" unironically
Blames own negative thoughts for bad outcomes
Believes quantum physics validates their magical thinking
Willing to credit coincidences to universal algorithms
Won't question obviously made-up metrics

3.3 Measurement Instruments

We developed highly scientific (not at all cherry-picked) metrics:

Metric Definition Why This Is Ridiculous

Parking Spot Manifestation
Rate

% of times participant found
parking

People remember successes, forget when they circled for
20 minutes

Toast Landing Orientation
% of times toast landed butter-
up

Physics determines this, not thoughts. Also, who drops
toast that often?

Serendipity Index
Number of "meaningful
coincidences"

Confirmation bias + normal probability patterns

Vibrational Frequency
Self-reported mood on 1-10
scale

Not an actual frequency; feelings aren't measured in Hz

Universal Algorithm Favor Composite score of "good luck" Subjective interpretation of random events

3.4 Experimental Conditions

Participants were divided into groups based on "vibration level":

Group Training Expected Outcome

High Vibration
Daily affirmations, visualization, gratitude
practice

Universe favors them (allegedly)

Medium Vibration Occasional positive thinking Moderate cosmic support

Low Vibration
(Control)

Normal life without manifestation techniques
Universe ignores them (cruel but necessary for
science)

4. RESULTS

4.1 The Cherry-Picked Success Stories
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Figure 2: "Results" that are either normal probability + confirmation bias, or we just made them up. Toast normally lands butter-
down 62% of time, so 38% butter-up is expected.

Parking
Success

(High Vibe)

96.4%

Toast
Lands Up

(High Vibe)

90%

Parking

(Control)

73%

Toast

(Control)

38%
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4.2 Detailed Probability Outcomes

Outcome
High
Vibration

Control
Group

Actual Explanation

Found parking within 5 min 96.4% 73%
Selection bias: they only tracked "downtown" vs all
locations

Toast landed butter-up 90% 38%
Physics: depends on drop height. Also, small sample
size.

Met "right person at right
time"

87% 34% Confirmation bias: "right person" defined post-hoc

Traffic lights turned green 89% 47% Lights are timed. Also, you forget when they're red.

Got desired outcome at
work

78% 45% Probably worked harder + confirmation bias

Won free coffee at café 12% 11% Actual random probability (we buried this result)

4.3 The Inconvenient Data We Ignored

Several findings contradicted our hypothesis but were conveniently omitted from main conclusions:

Observation Result Why We Didn't Emphasize This

Lottery ticket success 0.000001%
Same as everyone else—turns out vibrations don't affect random number
generators

Serious illness prevention No difference Biology doesn't care about your affirmations

Job promotion rate
Equal to
control

Performance matters more than "vibration"

Parking in actually full lots 0% Manifestation can't create physical space

Financial outcome
correlation

r = 0.03 Thinking positively doesn't actually create money

4.4 Qualitative Findings: Testimonials (Red Flags)

"Ever since I started raising my vibration, I find parking everywhere! Sure, I'm also willing to walk further now
and have lower standards for what counts as 'close,' but I'm sure it's the quantum entanglement." - Subject #042

"My toast has landed butter-up 9/10 times! I didn't mention that I started holding it butter-down when dropping it,
or that I only tracked 10 drops total, but the universe is clearly on my side." - Subject #167

"I manifested my dream job! The fact that I also spent 6 months networking, updating my resume, and interviewing
extensively is irrelevant—it was definitely my vibrational frequency." - Subject #234

5. DISCUSSION
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5.1 What's Actually Happening Here

Let's be honest about what we've documented:

Confirmation Bias: People notice and remember "hits," ignore "misses"
Selective Memory: That time you circled for 20 minutes? Forgotten.
Post-hoc Rationalization: Any good outcome = manifestation worked
Normal Probability: Parking spots exist; sometimes you find them
Increased Awareness: Paying attention helps, but that's not quantum physics
Self-Fulfilling Prophecy: Confidence from "manifestation" leads to action
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5.2 The Dangerous Implications We're Selling

WARNING: Victim-Blaming Disguised as Empowerment

If "raising your vibration" causes good outcomes, then the inverse is also implied: bad outcomes are your fault
for having "low vibration." This leads to:

Blaming sick people for their illness ("low vibration caused it")
Blaming poor people for poverty ("just manifest wealth!")
Dismissing systemic inequalities ("everyone has equal access to the universal algorithm")
Guilt and shame when bad things happen ("I must have attracted this")
Preventing people from seeking real solutions to real problems

5.3 Why Quantum Physics ≠ Magical Thinking

Real quantum physicists are tired of explaining this, but here we go again:

What Quantum Physics Actually Is What We're Claiming It Is

Operates at subatomic scale Controls parking spot availability

Involves probability wave functions Your thoughts bias probabilities in your favor

Requires precise laboratory conditions Works on toast and traffic lights

Observation affects measurement Positive thinking manifests BMWs

Has nothing to do with consciousness Your vibration is quantum entangled with reality

5.4 The Real Reasons Behind "Success"

When manifestation "works," it's usually because:

ACTUAL SUCCESS ALGORITHM: 1. Increased Optimism → More Action If you believe you'll succeed,

you try more things 2. Confirmation Bias → Selective Evidence You remember the 3 times it

worked, forget the 47 times it didn't 3. Lowered Standards → More "Successes" "That parking

spot was only 8 blocks away but I MANIFESTED it!" 4. Normal Probability → Misattributed

Causation Sometimes good things just happen; you'd get parking spots anyway 5. Actual Effort

→ Rationalized as Magic You networked, applied, interviewed... but sure, it was the vision

board RESULT: Magical thinking reinforced, critical thinking demolished

5.5 The Toast Landing "Mystery" Solved

The "butter-up" toast result deserves special attention for its absurdity:

Toast typically lands butter-down about 62% of the time (physics: height of table, rotation)
Our "control" group showing 38% butter-up is exactly what physics predicts
The "high vibration" 90% rate is explained by: participants lying, holding toast butter-down before dropping,
using thicker bread that lands differently, or we just made up the number
Even if real, sample size was tiny (most people don't drop toast daily)
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This has nothing to do with quantum mechanics or universal algorithms

5.6 Limitations (Everything)

Our entire theoretical framework misuses quantum physics terminology
We only studied people who already believed in manifestation
Our metrics are either trivial coincidences or confirmation bias
We ignored any outcome that contradicted our hypothesis
Parking spot "success" depends entirely on location and standards
Toast physics has been understood for decades; this isn't mysterious
No actual physicists were consulted (they would have laughed at us)
The entire study was designed to sell courses and books
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5.7 What Actually Helps (Boring But True)

If you want better outcomes in life:

Set specific goals (not "raise vibration," actual goals)
Take consistent action (the universe won't do it for you)
Learn relevant skills (more useful than affirmations)
Build relationships (real networking > quantum entanglement)
Maintain perspective (sometimes you just won't get parking)
Accept limitations (some things are outside your control)
Develop resilience (for when manifestation inevitably fails)

Notice how none of these involve vibrations, algorithms, or quantum mechanics.

6. CONCLUSION

Our groundbreaking study demonstrates that by misusing quantum physics terminology and cherry-picking trivial
coincidences, we can convince people that the universe operates like a search engine algorithm they can optimize
through positive thinking.

The "Algorithmic Synchronicity Protocol" doesn't actually bias probability—it biases perception. Participants who find
parking spots 96.4% of the time aren't manifesting reality; they're experiencing normal urban parking availability while
crediting their affirmations. The toast landing butter-up 90% of the time is either statistical noise, participant
dishonesty, or we invented the number.

What we've really documented is how confirmation bias, selective memory, and magical thinking can make normal
probability distributions seem miraculous when you desperately want to believe you have cosmic superpowers.

The most concerning aspect is how this framework enables victim-blaming: if you can manifest good things with "high
vibrations," then people experiencing hardship must have "low vibrations," making their suffering their own fault. This
is not just scientifically wrong—it's morally reprehensible.

Future research should explore other physics concepts we can misappropriate to sell to people who want shortcuts
instead of actual effort. Suggestions include "optimizing your quantum field," "string theory manifestation protocols,"
and "dark matter attitude adjustment."
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The universe doesn't care about your vision board.
Success requires work, not vibrations.

And for the love of physics, stop invoking quantum mechanics to sell courses.
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